
Advice from The Office for Health and Disparities (OHID) Tobacco Control Team – June 2023
Recording incidence of lung injury from vaping 
· MHRA has issued advice on how to proceed if you suspect injury associated with vaping. https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/e-cigarette-use-or-vaping-reporting-suspected-adverse-reactions-including-lung-injury#:~:text=use%20the%20Yellow%20Card%20scheme,would%20do%20about%20cigarette%20smoking
· Use the Yellow Card scheme website to report any suspected side effects or safety concerns with e-cigarettes and the e-liquids used for vaping
· You can also report incidents to the drug.alerts@dhsc.gov.uk mailbox will log incidents for assessment and a decision on any action to be taken.
 
If incidents are brought to the attention of Public Health, please ask – 
1. Are the suspect products available for testing? – It is important to find out whether they contain vitamin e acetate the substance which mixed with cannabis oil in the US caused the EVALI outbreak.
1. Is the packaging available? – it would help to know if these are UK notified or if they comply with the US standard (ie do the packs have the US warning on them). 
 
Our latest information for young people about THC can be found here https://www.talktofrank.com/news/vaping-cannabis-oils-news-alert and https://www.talktofrank.com/drug/cannabis#the-risks
 
 
Which Government Departments are responsible for different categories of vapes
Responsibilities for vapes fall under separate government departments according to their contents. 
· Nicotine containing vapes come under DHSC
· Vapes that contain THC or other controlled substances fall under the Home Office  
· Vapes that do contain neither nicotine nor controlled substances fall under Office for Product Safety and Standard
 
General lines on vapes 
· The government encourages adult smokers to switch to vapes as they are substantially less harmful than smoking. They can help adult smokers to quit, particularly when combined with additional support from local stop smoking services. Vapes contribute an estimated 50-70,000 additional quits per year in England.
· There are currently 3.5 million vapers in England (7.7% of the population) - 47% of ex-smokers, 39% are dual-users and 14% non-smokers vape.
· However, vapes are not risk-free and should not be used by people under the age of 18 (children) and non-smokers. Our message is clear, if the choice is between smoking and vaping, choose vaping. If the choice is between vaping and fresh air, choose fresh air.
 
General lines on vaping and children
· Over the past decade, child (aged under 18) use of vapes has been consistently low. However, a recent NHS Digital survey showed a doubling of regular vape use for 11 to 15 year olds to 4% in 2021 compared to 2% in 2018.
 
· We have regulations in place to prevent children from vaping. The law protects children from vapes through restricting sales to over 18s only, limiting nicotine content, refill bottle and tank sizes, labelling requirements and through advertising restrictions.
· Adverts for e-cigarettes and their components are prohibited from featuring anything likely to be of particular appeal to people under the age of 18, such as characters or celebrities would be familiar with.
· The Government expects industry to comply with UK vaping regulations. Local enforcement agencies are responsible for ensuring that vapes comply with The Tobacco and Related Products Regulations 2016 in the UK. 
· We have launched a call for evidence on youth vaping (closes midnight tonight). This will identify opportunities to reduce the number of children accessing and using vape products – and explore where the government can go further. We will aim to publish a formal response by the end of the year, before using the responses to develop evidence-based policies. 
 
· We will provide £3m over two years to fund a new “flying squad” to tackle illegal and underage vape sales. This national programme function will help share knowledge and intelligence across the country, undertake test purchasing and testing of products, and disrupt illicit supply – including on organised crime gangs. 
· In October 2022, we published new content on the potential risks of vaping for young people on the FRANK and Better Health websites and we have provided input to educational resources produced by partners including the PSHE Association. 
· We are also developing a new resource pack for schools on vaping which will be made available by July.

